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CHAPTER XI.
CHURCIIES AND RELIGIOUS HISTOR‘.&.

The first preachers in the county, like those in almost every new country,
were almost contemporary with the first settlers. None of them were sal-
aried, none were missionaries sent out into the wilderness by church organi-
zations and societies in more densely populated parts of the country. They
cultivated the soil for a living and when there was time to spare would visit
around through the different neighborhoods, get a few people together in
some cabm and exhort them to repentance. The service consisted of a hymn,
lined out by the preacher and sung by all present, then prayer, a sermon
and another hymn. The preacher usually had the only hymn Dbook among
the congregation, hence the necessity of reading two lines, singing them,
then reading two more and so on. The old familiar tunes were all of melan-

choly character, and sermons were delivered in a sing-song tone and the text

#as-tollowed very closely. Almost everyone who came into this new coun-
try had predilictions upon religious subjects, and when a few kindred spirits
happened to locate together they soon formed a nucleus around which a
church organization was afterward formed and a place of worship erected.

The beginning of Christianity in this county was under many unfavor-
able circumstances, but here and there were a few energetic, God-fearing
people who worked for the Master, not for reward in a pecuniary sense, but
for the salvation of the people. For many years the work progressed slowly,
as there were many difficulties to overcome. In the outset they experienced
serious trouble with the Indians, and it was not an uncommon thing to see
men accompanying their families to church on Sunday with the bible in
one hand and a gun in the other. And while the energies and forces of the
nation were being directed against Great Britain in the War of 1812, they
were compelied to be on the watch continually or seek refuge in forts to
avoid the tomahawk and scalping knife.

THE FIRST CHURCH ORGANIZATION.

When peace and safety were once more restored and the Indians were
moved further west, the pioneer ministers entered again with increased zeal

(23)
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into the work of establishing churches. A few had already obtained firm
footing and were moving graduaily on the road to success. One of these .
and the first church organized in the county, was called the “Blue River
Separate (or Free-Will} Baptists,” located about four miles south of where
Salem now stands, and some few years hefore the county seat was estab-
lished. The organization was perfected in May, 1810, and the master spirit
of the same was Elder John Wright. He was born in Rowan county,
North Carolina, in 1785, He came to (,larks Grant in 1807, In 1808 he
and his wife were immersed in the Ohio river by William Summers, of
Kentucky. He found occasion to hear the gospet expounded a few times by
Alexander Campbell, and at once decided to become a preacher, In Janu-
ary, 1810, he located in what was then Harrison, but now Washington
county, some five miles below Royce’s Lick, the then capital of this part of
the country. His father and others came into the neighborheod in March
and April, and in May they organized the church. This was the beginning
cwt” of the “Church of Christ,” or “Christians.”

3

e o I Having establishe ch at Blue River, Elder John Wright, assisted

wel powrh by his father, [Amos Wright{and his brother,l Peter,i who were all good
—‘M-‘_-_____—-_____-,

preachers, went out into different parts of the county and organized
churches. They were called “Free-Will Baptists,” “New Lights or Inde-
pendent Baptists,” and it was only a few years before they had ten church
organizations formed into what was termed the Blue River Association.
From the very first Elder John Wright was of the opinion that the Bible
alone was the only infallible and sufficient rule of faith and practice. He
was the first man in Indiana whe took this pesition. He labored to destroy
‘division and promote union among all the children of God, Though at first
he tolerated the term Baptist, or whatever term a congregation chose for a
name, he afterwards came to the conclusion that it would be hetter to wear
some name authorized in scripture, to defclgnate the entire body of his adher-
ents. In ISIQ le presenterl to the church at Blue River a resolution to this
end. As individuals he was willing that they should be called ‘Friends,”

“Disciples” or Christians,” but as a hody he preferred the “Church of
Christ.”

CHRISTIAN CIHIIURCH.

The resolution was adopted and the association has since been known
as the “Church of Christ at Blue River.” Most all the other congregations
in the county adopted a similar resolution or stvled themselves the “Christ-
ian Church.”  This church. through the efforts of the Wrights, took the




WASHINGTON ‘COUNTY, INDIANA. 355

lead in the county and. has ever maintained it. Flder Jacob Wright, a son
of John Wright, was also a preacher in the county for years; and hved up
until 1884. Another branch of the Free-Will Baptists was organized in
1820, about four miles northwest of Salem. The place was called Sluder’s
meeting house. Henry Studer and John Custer were the leading members
and the church was very prosperous, for a number of years, but its adherents
moved away and the place was abandoned, and the house, a log structure,
was aliowed to rot down. At the present time there is a membership. of
about four thousand two hundred in the'county, the largest church organiza-
tion in the county. The church in Salem was organized in 1844, with Jacob
Wright as pastor, and has always been in:a flourishing condition. B. F.

\ Taylor has charge of the church at the present time.
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Of the Presbyterian churches of the county, Livonia stands first in the
point of organization. In February, 1816, at the house of Alex McKinney,
Sr., one mile south of where Livonia now stands, this church was organized
by Rev. Samuel Shannon and consisted of thirteen members. It was first
called Bethel, but scon after took the present name, Livonia, and erected a
commodious house of hewn logs, the first, probably, built after the town
was laid off. In April, 1818, Rev. William M. Martin was installed pastor
by the presbytery of Louisville, which met there that year. . In the relation
of pastor he was retained there— with the exception of about six years,
which he spent at Bloemington, for the purpose of educating his children—
during a period of thirty-two years. He possessed the true missionary
spirit and perhaps there was no man in the state who did more in laying the
foundations of the church in all this new country than he. |

Though making Livonia his home, pastor Martin went almost every-
where and few men ever had a more extensive acquaintance,. There was
hardly a Presbyterian church in a dozen counties around Washington. at
which he did not preach some time or other and if a neighborhood desired
to organize a new church “Billy” Martin was always sent for and Be-seldom
failed in his purpose. He delighted to preach in log cabins and was not g
stickler for church rules in every instance, but adopted the shortest, plans
for doing the greatest good, whether they accorded. with Presbyterian doc-
trine or not. He usually preached three discourses. on the. Sabbath and on
communion days began the work with a sunrise prayer meeting. Seeing
the need of thorough intellectual culture among the masses in order to make
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Lenore. Lola Parker is a well-known teacher in the Salem high school,
where she teaches domestic secience. Neva Parker in October, 1913, mar-
ried Benjamin F. Grimes, who is assisting in the management of Mr. Grimes'
farms, and the other children are still at home, Clair and Lawrence still
being 1 school.

Mr. Parker was reared a Presbyterian but is not now an active commur-
wcant of any of the churches.  IMis wife is 2 member of the Methodist church
and takes an’ active interest in the affairs of that body. Mr. Parker is a
Republican and ever since coming to this county has given considerable atten-
tion to political affairs. Besides the term he served as county treasurer, he
also served as treasurer of the Salem corporation, having been the first man
elected to that office after the incorporation of the city. Mr. Parker is now
living retired from the active labors of the farm, but still takes a warm inter-
est in neighborhood affairs.  He has a remarkable memory of the olden days
and 15 a most entertaining conversationalist when engaged on such topics.
Hs 1s often wont to narrate an incident of his youth, when three Indian
“braves” marched into his father’s home in Qhio one evening while he and
his two sisters were eating supper and, calmly taking from them the food
that had been set before them, made away with it, leaving the three children
without supper. Mr. Parker is 2 man of the kindliest character, particularly
devoted to his family, and is held in the highest regard throughout the whole
county.

GRANT F. WRIGHT,

Grant . Wright, of Washington township, Washington county, Indiana,
is of pioneer stock and is one of the excellent farmer of this section. e
was born on July 3, 1868, on the farm where he now resides with his
father, Philbird Marion Wright. Philbird Marion Wright was born in Sep-
tember 17, 1832, and is the youngest of three children born to Eli and Eliza-
beth (Bower) Wright. EN Wright was born on September 5, 1795, and was
the son of Philbird and Molly (Sears) Wright. Philhird Wr_i:c:rgtqwas born
ou March 29, 1768 and was the son of Richard Wright, who came to
Anierica from England in the carly davs. He had five sons: William, Phil-
Bard. Amios, Richard, Jr., and Hugh. Amos had five sons also, who were 3ll
ministers and noted for theis ability. Their names were ohn, Peter, Joshua,
Teviand Amos, Jro John Wright was one of the fortersz—t-i?t. ﬁanﬁ
of Ty children. Elvira, was born in the fort in 1813, and lived her entire



o4 WASHINGTON COUNTY, INDIANA,

life within sight of the fort. She had three brothers and one sister: David,
Ransom, Jacob and Nancy. Jacob Wright preached the dedication ser-
mon at Ft. Hill on October 1, 1860. Philbird Wright, son of Richard
Wright, who was the first of his family to settle in America, married Molly
Sears and they located on the farm once owned by Harry Denny but now
in the possession of Henry Roberts. Molly (>ears) Wright was born on
February 13, 1776. They were the parents of eleven children: Nancy,
born on February 13, 1794 ; Eli, September 5, 1795; Fvans, July 18, 1707,
Sarah, September 14, 1799; Barbara, November, 1801 ; Elizabeth, Novem-
ber, 1803 ; Katherine, January s, 1805 ; Delilah, born on February 10, 1809;
John, Absalom, Celia (Ratts) and Polly. The mother of these children died
on September 10, 1830 and her husband married Elizabeth Beck on Novem-
ber 15, 1832. Philbird Wright immigrated to Indiana from North Carolina

about 1809,
Ell Wright and his wife, Elizabeth (Bower) Wright were the parents

of three children: Adam H., who died in 1901; Caroline, wife of James
Brewer, who died in 1808, and Philbird Marion. EI; Wright built and
operated one of the first grist-mills in the township. He died of cholera
on June 14, 1833, and his wife, in 1847. Philbird Marion Wright received
his education in a log school house, located about two miles south of Salem,
Indiana, and later became a school teacher. The school which he attended
had a large fireplace and the seats were split logs. His first teacher was
Prof. James G. May. Philbird Marion married Elizabeth Wiseman in 1863
and they became the parents of two children, Cora, who died in 1903 and
Grant, who now resides with his father. The mother died in 1905, Phil-
bird Marion Wright has lived on his present farm for more than sixty years.
His wife was born on August 21, 1831, in Washington county, Indiana,
and was the daughter of Jacob and Polly (Ratts) Wiseman. Her mar-
rige was solemnized on May 28, 1863.  Jacob Wiseman was a native of
North Carolina and it was there that he was married to Mary Magdalene
" Ratts. He was a music teacher, They became the parents of these chil.
dren: James, Henry, Newton, Mary, Elizabeth, Sarah, Amanda. Mar-
garet, Malinda and several more who died in infancy.

Grant Wright was reared on the farm where he now lives with his
father, Philbird M. Wright, and was educated in the township schools.
Also in the graded school at Salem, Indiana, and in May’s academy. He is
an active Democrat and a member of the Church of Christ at Ft. Hill
Chapel.  The farm which he cultivates consists of two hundred and sixty-
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seven acres, fifty acres of which are in timber. This farm is known as “River-
side Farm” and is situated in an excellent location. Cord, the sister of Grant
Wright, who was born on September 22, 1872, and who died on July 2,
1903.  During her lifetime she was recognized as a writer of attainment
and contributed to many newspapers and magazines. She was a cultured
writer and her death interrupted what promised to be a career in field of
literature.

JAMES WILLIAMS.

James Williams is of pioneer stock, his grandparents having moved to
Indiana in 1812. He is the son of Thomas and Phoebe (Jones) Williams.
‘Thomas Williams was a native of North Caroling and was born in 1803,
He was the son of James and Jane (Laster) Williams. James Williams
purchased government land, upon his arrival in this state, located in Mon-
roe township, Washington county, and remained on this place until his
death in 1851. He and his wife were the parents of four sons and two
daughters. Thomas Williams, son of James Williams, was reared on the
home farm, which he operated until his death. He and his wife were the
parents of thirteen children, eleven of whom grew  to maturity. Their
names were: Mrs. Cleo Payne Wiley, deceased; Mrs. Jane Winslow: Will-
iam, who died in the Civil War: Mrs. Elizabeth Calloway; Mrs. Sallie
Calloway; Mrs. Phoebe Robertson, of Crothersville, Indiana; Mrs, Eliza
Winslow, of Belle Plain, lowa; Mrs. Emily Fleenor, living near Tampico,
Jackson county, Indiana; James: Mrs. Mary Hinds, of South Salem, Indi-
ana. Phoebe (Jones) Williams was born in 1812, in North Carolina, and
was the daughter of Cadwallader and Chlne (Johnson) Jones. She was a
small girl when her parents located in this state, selecting as their first place
of residence a home in Monroe township, but later removing to Blue River,
in Franklin township. This old farm now comstitutes a portion of the
county poor farm.

James Williams, son of Thomas Williams, was horn on May 25, 1851,
in Monroe township, Washington county, Indiana, and remained in that
locality until 1873, at which time he purchased a farm located north of
Canton, Indiana. This place consisted of one hundred acres, Seven years
after the purchase of his first place, he removed to Gibson township, Wash-
ington county, and remained there for one year. IHe then returned to the
farm near Canton and in 1883 purchased the present place, which is located
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road supervisor, he is conceded to e a man of influence and value to his
party m political affairs. In fraternal life, Mr. Williams is a well-known
member of the Independent Order of Red Men, at Salem, having been gz
loyal member of this organization for about fifteen years. Mr. Williams
attends the Methodist Episcopal church at West Point, a congregation of
which Mrs. Williams is an active member and worker. John A. Williams
and his family are among the highly respected and esteemed people of the
township and county, their unselfish life and devotion to the interests of
others having won for them a host of friends.

EVANS H, WRIGHT.

The following is a brief record of the life of Evans H. Wright, one
of the prominent and prosperous farmers of this township. Mr. Wright
was born on January 6, 1845, on the site of his present home, four and
one-half miles south of Salem, and is the son of Evins and Nancy (Hinds)
Wright.

Philbird and Molly (Sears) Wright, paternal grandparents of Evans
. Wright, came from North Carolina in 1808 and after living for a short
time ‘in Clarmunty, Indiana, moved to this county, locating in the south-
crn section of Washington township, where they entered government land.
They became the parents of eleven children, including Nancy, Eli and
Evins, the latter of whom was born in Rowan county, North Carolina, in
the year 1797. Evins Wright was twelve years old when his family came
here, and with them he lived until his marriage, when he moved to the
adjoining farm, the present home of Mr. Schocke. He later bought the
farm on which his son, Evans, now lives. Besides his agricultural inter-
ests, he built and operated a water-power mill for grist and a saw-mill. He
was a Democrat, casting his first vote for Andrew Jackson in 1828, and
when his son, Evans, was a boy, served as county commissioner,

One of the early recollections of Fvans F. Wright is the preparing of
breakfast at the request of Morgan’s raiders, who crossed his father's
farm.  His mother was Dborn in 1805.  Evans . Wright is one of six
children, the others being Sarah Ann, Iii, Peter, Joseph and Emanuel.
Tlieir mother passed away on Decemlber 14, 1870, and the father died at
the home of his son, Evans, on September 5, 1803,

Fvans Wright's home has always been the farm of his nativity, and
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